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The Alliance for Vulnerable Mission encourages some missionaries from the West to
engage in their ministries using local languages and resources.
………………………

Go Light! Go Local!: A Conscientious Approach To
Short-Term Missions in a Global World is the title to
a recent book by Jean Johnson. “There are plenty of
books on short-term missions. So how is this
guidebook different? - It was written by a long-term
missionary with long-term transformation in mind. The recipients of missions and the long-term impacts
on them run through the veins of the entire
guidebook. - It provides a way to prepare, train, and
develop missional people for a lifetime and as a
lifestyle, rather than for a mission trip or mission
project.” Shares the author Jean Johnson, an advisory
board member for the AVM.
• How should we avoid music colonialism ? Jean
tells us in this short piece.
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•
OCMS (Oxford Centre for Mission
Studies – located here) hosted a lecture by
AVM chairman Jim Harries on 29th May 2018,
that in various ways drew on vulnerable
mission. The lecture was entitled Race and
Mission Contra-twined: some challenges from
Africa. In the lecture Jim Harries showed ways
in which efforts at countering racism in the
West might be hindering development in
Africa. Particularly, it could be hindering contextualisation and concealing the impact
of the Gospel, Jim suggested.

•

‘This simple question will help you evaluate any ministry among the poor,’, Craig
Greenfield tells us. See here for more from Craig.

•

‘How to avoid negative donor impact in development and mission to Africa,’ is the
title of this article by Jim Harries, recent published in The Journal of Transformative
Innovation. Here’s the first part of the abstract: “MDWs (missionaries and development
workers), the poor in Africa, and Western donors, are engaged in a three-way dynamic fundamentally
different from the work of change-agents of old. Donors hope to increase human flourishing by
funding programs which ease the plight of the poor. They want that to happen in visibly quantifiable
ways. They often do not realize how strongly their money determines paths and outcomes of the
intervention. …”
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Consultation:
8th to 10th June, Minneapolis. Please pray for a consultation being arranged to
be held in Minneapolis, USA, 8th to 10th June 2018. It will be an exploratory /
collaborative meeting of VM board members and others who are not explicitly
committed to AVM, drawn from those who came to Trinity in November
2017. We'll be looking for ways to widen the awareness of VM principles in
the U.S. setting.
A summary of the November 2017 consultation, Moving Beyond PostColonial Dependency: Developing Sustainability through Vulnerability,
held at the Trinity School for Ministry in PA, can be found here.
Advance notice: Please note that the April 2018 edition of Global Missiology
(globalmissiology.org) will be a special edition devoted to vulnerable mission,
especially containing papers presented during the 2017 consultation in the USA.
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Register here.

4

5

Download the provisional programme here.
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