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 “A missions’ book that keeps you turning the pages in excitement, bringing you an educational gospel message, in a 

‘can’t-put-the-book-down’ format … a novel that depicts challenges of mission today in a readable form.”  

That is a description of my latest novel,  

cover illustration here:    More summaries below: 

Philo wants to do things as Africans do, without being dependent on his 

Western missionary colleagues. As a result, he fractures his wrist, ending 

up dependent on American nurses to stitch him up …  

‘There is witchcraft everywhere’, Philo finds. Why do people ignore this in 

their great  ideals on how to bring development to Africa, Philo asks 

himself, discussing this and other issues in depth with colleagues.  

Some conventions of anti-racism are provocatively turned on their head. 

Read and find out more … (Study Jim’s academic articles before jumping to 

conclusions.)  

Back in UK, Philo has to contend with nine beautiful girls, as he endeavours 

to re-build a wall for a member of his local church. How can he withstand 

the temptation to drop his radical calling, and opt instead for wife and 

family? 

 ‘So, when people were encouraging me that my project in Africa would 

succeed, they were only being polite’, Philo realises, at the end of an 18-year-long endeavour at taking theological 

education to the grassroots in his local African community.  

Richard, Philo’s good friend who is also his arch-enemy, fails to stand up to the bombardment of truth on reaching 

Holima, a fictional country in Africa. Richard’s secular Western way of life being in shreds, Richard comes to faith in 

Christ.  

A locking of horns between African missionary Philo, and an extremely accomplished professor in the USA, provides 

the background for momentous drama, never quite conclusive, but illustrating some ideological battles that form the 

background to mission and development in Africa.  

 ‘Stop buying us into slavery’, says a young African academic. In days of so-called independent nations in Africa, how 

do international economic relations aggravate African problems? Find out more on this and many other concerns in 

African Heartbeat: and a vulnerable fool. 

- Why not send someone a copy of this book for their birthday? 

- This is a challenging book, that takes a close look at how to do intercultural mission. 

- There is much suspense ... and humour. 

Download sample chapter 22 here. 

£4.74 for kindle edition.       £8.99 (including delivery) for print book. 

Purchase from publisher here            Available from Amazon-UK here. 

 

http://www.apostolos-publishing.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/SAMPLE-CHAPTER-22.pdf
http://www.apostolos-publishing.com/product/african-heartbeat-vulnerable-fool/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/African-Heartbeat-Vulnerable-Jim-Harries-ebook/dp/B078SHK4TS/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1516694248&sr=8-1&keywords=african+heartbeat
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Other concerns: 

1. Please pray for my furlough and other visits planned from April to June later this year:  

26th April to 7th May Tanzania – speaker at a missionary retreat.  

8th May to 14th June in the UK.  

- 8th to 11th Andover.  

- 12th to 18th Acomb, York.  

- 20th Norwich. 

- 27th to 30th Andover. 

- 31st to 2nd June Conference (see flier below) 

- 2nd to 6th Wantage Baptist Church. 

- 6th to 11th NFC, Alresford, Hants.  

14th to 27th June in Germany (including CCD conference, Worpswede, and other visits.) 

29th June to 2nd July Kenya, Meru.  

 

2. New secretarial assistant.  

I am very grateful to Angela Merridale, who has assisted me in fulfilling many secretarial roles over many 

years. Angela is retiring at the end of this year. We are looking for a replacement. Please write to me, 

jimoharries@gmail.com. 

 

3. Help needed with typing. Please write to me at jimoharries@gmail.com . 

 

4. Give thanks that the AVM Bulletin, of which I am the editor, produced by the Alliance for Vulnerable 

Mission, is becoming widely respected as a cutting-edge front-line source of missions’ information! To see 

copies, available freely, go here: 

 WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR THIS CONFERENCE 

 

mailto:jimoharries@gmail.com
mailto:jimoharries@gmail.com
http://www.jim-mission.org.uk/avm-bulletins/index.html
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 Myself visiting the ark encounter in the USA in November 2017                   

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   

      

 

 
             Give thanks that my  brother 

               Tim, here pictured, and 

               wife, as also my niece Laura 

              and husband, have recently had babies!  

          
Tim and his wife Amanda and baby Matilda   Our conference on vulnerable mission that was held 

        in Pennsylvania, USA, November 2017 

 

 

 
 

   Myself meeting some cousins and their families in the 

     USA, November 2017. 
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Myself at bible-translation conference in Dallas,  USA  My good long-term friend Mike Woods in USA,  

             October 2017 – final banquet.            Vancouver, Canada, in September 2017 

 

 
        With German cousins in the USA, October 2017 

 

Sent by:  Andover Baptist Church, Charlton Road, Andover,  Hants  SP10 3JH    

http://www.andoverbaptist.org.uk/content/view/14/14/ 

 

To:  Western Kenya, working in the region of Yala/Maseno with some extended ministry to other parts of 

East Africa. 

c/o Zion Harvest Mission, PO Box 932, Yala, 40610, Kenya 

Chairman of AVM (Alliance for Vulnerable Mission). 

Professor of Religion, Global University 

Email: jimoharries@gmail.com 

www.jim-mission.org.uk 

www.vulnerablemission.org 

 

Council of Reference: Peter Stagg (Andover), Mike Thompson (York), Jean Johnson (Minnesota), Tim 

Reeves (Norwich), Rev. Dr. Steve Rennick (Indiana), Colin Morgan (Norwich). 

 

Finance:  Peter Stagg, 70 Turin Court, Roman Way, Andover SP10 5LD, UK 

email: peterdavidstagg@yahoo.co.uk      

 

Newsletter Distribution:  Angela Merridale, 8 Northbrook Court, Northbrook Avenue, Winchester, Hants  

SO23 0JP, UK              Email: a.merridale@btinternet.com           Tel: 01962 861231 

http://www.jim-mission.org.uk/
mailto:a.merridale@btinternet.com

